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Conservation Good Turn

Since 1910, conservation has been an integral part of the program of the
Boy Scouts of America. The BSA has been a positive force in conservation
and environmental efforts. Scouts have rendered distinguished public ser-
vice hy helping to conserve wildlife, energy, farests, soil, and water. Past
generations of Scouts have been widely recognized for undertaking con-
servation Good Turn action projects in their local communities.

Scouts of today have grown up with words such as ecosystem and bio-
diversity. They recognize the need for, and the benefits of, conserving nat-
ural resources. Scouts understand that we all must work together for the
betterment of the land, forests, wildlife, air, and water.

Much has been accomplished in recent years by individual Scouts and
through unit conservation Good Turns. Much more needs to be done.

Beginning in 1995, the Boy Scouts of America will do much more.

Support Your Local Conservationists

The Conservation Good Turn is an opportunity for Cub Scout packs, Boy
Scout troops, Varsity Scout teams, and Explorer posts to join with conser-
vation or environmental organizations (federal, state, local, or private) to’
carry out a conservation Good Turn in their home communities.

* The Scouting-unit contacts a conservation agency and offers to carry out
a Good Turn project.

* The agency identifies a worthwhile and needed project that the unit can
accomplish.

¢ Working together in the local community, the unit and the agency plan
the details and establish the date, time, and.location for carrying out the
project.

Participating Agencies
Many federal agencies are resources for the BSA’s Conservation Good
Turn. These agencies include
¢ U.S. Department of Agriculture
—Soil Conservation Service
—Forest Service
- —Extension Service
e U.S. Department of the Interior
—United States Fish and Wildlife Service
—Bureau of Land Management
—National Park Service -

—Geological Survey
—Bureau of Indian Affairs
—Bureau of Reclamation
* U.S. Army Corps of Engineers /
—National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration '

e L) S Fnvironmental Protection Agency
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Recognitions

A Conservation Good Turn certificate is available at the council service
center for units that participate and report on their efforts. The application
is on the back of this brochure. A Conservation Good Turn patch is also
available for purchase at the council service center to recognize individ-
ual youth and adult members who participate in a meaningful conserva-
tion project.

The World Conservation Award provides another opportunity for individ-
ual Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Varsity Scouts, and Explorers to “think glob-
ally” and “act locally” to preserve and improve our environment. This
program is designed to make Scouts and Explorers aware that all nations
are closely related through natural resources and that we dre interdepen-
dent with our world environment. Applications for this award are available
at the council service center.

Project Ideas

Conservation and environmental agencies typically. have a backlog of
needed projects that they have been unable to carry out, for lack of fund-
ing or volunteers. The list of possible Good Turn projects is limited only by
the needs of the agency and the willingness of the Scouting unit. In every
community, whether urban, suburban, or rural, worthwhile projects await
all Scouting units.

Cub Scouts and Webelos Scouts

Cub Scouting conservation projects should involve the entire Cub Scout
pack, each den, adult leaders, and family members. Hands-on projects
help Cub Scouts and Wehelos Scouts realize that everyone can do things
to care for the environment. Cub Scouts and Webelos Scouts participating
in the Conservation Good Turn can also meet some advancement require-
ments. Suggested projects include, but are not limited to

o Plant grasses, trees, shrubs, and ground cover to stop soil erosion.

¢ As a den or pack, adopt a park. Remove litter and garbage from a
favorite neighborhood recreation area or park.

 Organize or participate in a recycling program in your neighborhood,
or visit a recycling center.

* Arrange a natural resources awareness program. Invite natural resource
professionals such as wildlife biologists, soil conservationists, foresters,
or conservation officers to speak to your pack.

* Participate in a beach or waterfront cleanup. Record the items collected
and determine the possible harmful effects to wildlife. With youth par-
ticipation, develop a plan to educate the public about the dangers
posed to wildlife.

* From a local, state, or national organization that is concerned about
environmental protection, obtain suggestions for den and pack projects
to improve the environment.

¢ As a den or pack, visit a public utility to learn about the wise use of
resources, and become involved in programs offered by utilities to help
CONSUMErS-CONSEIVe resources.

* Contact the camp ranger or BSA local council property superintendent
for information about camp needs and plans. Establish a nature trail,




plant vegetation, or carry out other nceded projects as requested Explorers

by the camp ranger. Fxplorer posts or a cluster of posts can conduct an areawide

ehfbryof environmental needs. Posts can individually or jointly
an,@rgan ze'fzanfi carry out an areawide environmental improve-
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Boy Scouts and Varsity Scouts
Scouts participating in the Canservation Good Turn.

carry out. Suggested projects include ‘ X - ,_sess|on to understand the legislative
¢ fe active citizens in the community.

¢ Conduct stream improvement prOJects te
* Plant grasses and legumes to provide

yards, public parks, and recreation are 7
¢ Adopt a”b@d

, or park; keep it well maintained and
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project.
* With a local forester, take part in or co
vention program

merica Beautiful Day.

portunities in the fields of conservation and
and publish your findings for distribution to

o Develop a nature trail in a public pack
o Assist a local forester in a tree insect<"and_di conts ticipate in-Natiohal Hunting and Fishing Day.
publlc education prolect s , ‘

t der;the ‘guidance of the local parks and recreation depart-

* Participate in a wildlife or wildfowl count.  ment, prune trees on public grounds

¢ Conduct a rodent-control and public health educatlon program "
under the guidance of the local health department or agency
responsible for rodent control.

CONSERVATION GOOD TURN CERTIFICATE APPLICATION

(SUBMIT APPLICATION TO THE COUNCIL SERVICE CENTER.)

NAME

UNIT TYPE AND NUMBER DATE
(PACK, TROOP, TEAM, POST) : '

PARTICIPATING AGENCY/ORGANIZATION

TYPE OF PROJECT

NUMBER OF WORKERS YOUTH ADULT TOTAL HOURS WORKED

UNIT LEADER’S NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE
FOR COUNCIL USE:

CERTIFICATE PREPARED

CERTIFICATE RETURNED TO UNIT LEADER

PROJECT INFORMATION RECORDED

50% .
TOTAL RECOVERED FIBER
10% POST-CONSUMER WASTE
No. 21-386 1995 Printing
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